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psychoanalytic study of woman and to investigate the conditions
under which the various components of her psychic life have
asserted themselves. Here, however, we shall deal only with the
developments that we have partly witnessed ourselves and that give
us an opportunity to observe the effect of social changes on woman's
psychic reactions.

When one considers the differences between the sexes in their
relation to social equality, sexual problems must be dealt with first.
It is still too early to appraise the results of woman's sexual freedom
and of the sanctioning of polygamy in collectivist societies, because
the reports concerning these matters seem very contradictory. We
shall, however, study from the psychoanalytic point of view those
reports which seem to us most relevant.

The Ways of Love, by Alexandra Koliontay, the prominent
Russian political leader, examines the very core of the problem that
interests us here. Although not a great literary work, it is an impor-
tant cultural and historical document., because it expresses faithfully
the ideas of Russian women and young girls in the first period of the
Russian revolution. It gives us an insight into certain psychologic
processes and at the same time shows what effect swift cultural
changes have upon these processes. The author held an important
government position during the Russian revolutionary upheavals
and thus had opportunity to study the histories of many individual
women. Even though the cases she describes are presented in fictional
form, one feels that they are based on the direct experiences of a
person who has tried to be objective. What makes her book parti-
cularly valuable is that she raises present-day problems without
expressing any desire to solve them. She herself seems uncertain
whether the conflicts she describes are merely individual feminine
tragedies or the result of the social upheaval. She neither praises nor
condemns; although she has faith in the greatness and creativity of
the revolution, she refrains from passing judgment on the newly
emerging forms of love and life.

She depicts the life of three generations. Her chief characters are
three women who have fanatical faith in revolutionary progress and
who conceive their lifework as service to their social ideals. According
to the period in which they live, they belong to different political
parties with different programmes and methods of organization; but
all three of them ardently desire the liberation of the Russian
people and their lives are full of self-sacrificing activity on behalf of
this ideal. Their emotional relations with each other have nothing
to do with the maelstrom of party struggles. What separates them,